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2005 Group Meeting Tuesday 2nd July 2013 
at CVCHA Boardroom, High Street 

 
 

1.  Welcome, Introductions and Apologies: Action 

 Present : June Freeth (Chair), George Freeth, Sue Spicer, PC Anita Wheeler, Lamidi 
Amunu, Tony Romano, Pat Romano, Wendy Stokes, Ruth Miller, Steve Clayton, Mike 
Wroe, Jan Davies, John Miles, Claire Steiner, Terry Baldock, Grace Miles (mins sec) 

       

Apologies:  Jean Downey, Brian Cragg. 

 

   

2.  Minutes of the last meeting    

2.1 One correction (Item 3.2) The event will be a ’20 year Celebration Day’.  

3.   Matters Arising  

3.1 (Item 4.3) JM stated he is confused regarding the announcement that Javelin Avenue will 
be the route for the construction traffic for HS2. He has heard 4 different stories 
concerning this, and he wondered if anyone had the correct details. No one had heard 
anything further. SS stated she felt that it was all depending on whether the pools can be 
on the other side of the river or not. 

RM suggested we gather together the community responses. PR has offered to help 
enable us to put together a response from the Community and Neighbourhood 
Partnership Board. She mentioned also that this consultation phase is not final. Ken Sims 
will gather together the information, but responses should be sent separately. 

 

   

4.   Chester Roadworks.  

4.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 Claire Steiner and Terry Baldock from the Road Planning Department were present at 
the meeting to give information about the forthcoming major roadworks on the Chester 
Road.  

A map showing details of the improvements planned was distributed to all present. CS 
reported that BCC had submitted the project for funding which was granted, and it is 
now out to tender for a contractor at the moment.  They will be going to BCC for 
approval at the end of July. Money has been reserved for this and the start date is 
estimated to be February 2014.  They will be trying to avoid too much disruption, but 
inevitably there will be some disruption. During the daytime there will be lane 
restrictions, but most restriction will occur when the new road surface is being laid. SS 
showed concern about the residents who live near Spitfire Island, as they will be very 
close to the road. CS stated they are looking to refine this area, and the footpath. SC 
asked if CVCHA could be involved, so that they could work together. SC asked if there 
would be traffic lights at the Tangmere Drive exit, and it was confirmed that there would 
not be traffic lights there. SC commented it’s like taking your life in your hands trying to 
get out. He asked if the other traffic lights would help. CS stated this model will work for 
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all exits, and will give gaps.  MW felt strongly that unless all exits have lights, it won’t 
make much difference to our exit. He asked if all the exits on the island near the M6 will 
have lights, and CS confirmed that this would be the case.  JF asked if the houses near 
to the island on the main road would lose some of their gardens and CS stated that this 
will not happen.  TB stated that the ‘Nose Cone’ will be relocated to the other side of the 
road and the ‘Wings’ will also be relocated. The Sculptor is being engaged to assist.  LA 
asked if safety was being included in the plans, and CS emphasised that this will be the 
case – the crossings will be improved also.  They will be working with ‘Amey’ and with 
Jaguar at times.  Once the approval has been given they will be in touch and come again 
to give more information. SS suggested that perhaps a more general meeting could be 
arranged at The Sanctuary, or another larger room. 

5.   CVCHA Report  

5.1  

 

5.2 

 

 

 

 

5.3 

 

 

 

5.4 

 

5.5 

 

5.6 

SC reported the boiler programme is going ahead and should be finished by October.  
They are out to tender now for the kitchens, which hopefully will start in October. They 
will be looking at Social Enterprise in looking especially at the unemployed.  

They are getting to grips with the Benefit changes and doing their best in the very 
difficult circumstances. They’re having lots of contact with those affected by the 
‘Bedroom tax’ but sometimes despite explaining this clearly, people are having big 
problems finding the money to pay for this.  Despite the Government saying they need to 
move to smaller properties 80% of the people don’t want to move, also it’s very difficult 
to find smaller properties. They can only suggest that they find someone willing to 
exchange.  There is a good money advice support service available at TRA, but of those 
referred to this support service only half are going to them for advice. 

WS asked if new tenants are on a trial period for a time after they have moved in, and 
SC confirmed that this is the case, as it’s easier to terminate their tenancy, though the 
Courts often find ways to stop the termination. He advised if people are having problems 
with neighbouring tenants, it’s good to speak with them first, to see if they’ll respond. 
Then tell CVCHA if they don’t respond. 

JD commented that many people have responded to the invitation to visit the TRA 
‘Money Advice’, though many leave it to the last minute. 5000 came to the TRA last year 
and this year has seen 7000 already. 

LA asked if there is a long waiting list for CVCHA accommodation and SC replied that 
there are approximately 300 on the list. Around 140 come available each year but of 
those only 70 come off our waiting list and the rest are allocated to BCC.  

SC stated there have never been more difficult and challenging times than there are now, 
but they are doing their best.  

 

6.   Police Report  

6.1 

 

 

6.2 

PC AW distributed the latest crime figures.  There had been an increase of possession of 
Class C drugs (cannabis), but this has been widespread due to a certain percentage who 
are cultivating cannabis.   A meeting is due to be held with Sainsbury’s store manager 
and the Sergeant, regarding the theft of petrol.  

The new 20mph speed signs for the entrance to the estate and the exits, have now 
arrived, so this can be enforced and tickets can be issued. It has been noticed that 
people are slowing down now. The police will be asking for volunteers to join a speed 

 



3 
 

 

 

 

6.3 

 

 

watch campaign and take ownership of the new speed limit. A sign on a notice board will 
trigger the sign when the limit is exceeded. People can volunteer to take note of those 
exceeding the limit.   LA asked if they will have to wear a uniform and PC AW confirmed 
this will not be the case.   

JM stated that the new traffic hump on Tangmere Drive is not working properly – it is 
supposed to activate at 20mph but in reality to avoid the discomfort of the bump, you 
need to go much slower. The buses are having to almost come to a standstill.   AW 
replied that this is BCC’s responsibility. 

   

7.   NPB Resident Board Member Update  

7.1 

7.2 

7.3 

7.4 

7.5 

7.6 

7.7 

7.8 

 

 

7.9 

 

 

7.10 

 

7.11 

7.12 

 

 

7.13 

7.14 

SS distributed the latest information sheet giving details of meetings and events. 

JM commended the work SS & WW are doing and for the work they put in on a report. 

NPB Board Meeting and AGM  : Changed to September 5th and AGM will be at 2pm 

Affordable Warmth Group : Next meeting will be 3rd July. 

Money Matters : 26th July at CV Residents Club between  11 – 3pm 

Housing and Environmental Sub Group : End of July – date not given. 

Employment, Education and Enterprise Summit : An action plan has been set up. 

Education : The new principal – Harry French – has taken up his post and is keen to 
engage in the community. * 

*WS commended the new head – he is very supportive and encouraging.  SS mentioned 
he had had one- to –one meetings with staff, and had also seen parents.  

Families And Schools Together (FAST) :  This programme is funded by Save the 
Children and will begin in September at Chivenor, to work with the school and parents, to 
increase parental engagement. 

Digital Hub : Now open in Topcliffe House and open to all residents on Mondays and 
Wednesdays 10-4pm (excluding Bank Holidays). They are looking for volunteers to 
support this work. Contact Matt Underwood on 748 8195 or 07946506415 

Community Budget Pilot Programme : Continuing to promote healthy eating, 
increasing physical activity, etc.   

20 Year Celebration Event :  A steering group has been set up and a logo design 
workshop recently took place.  Over the coming weeks a Photograph project will be set 
up. Those having photos of Castle Vale over the past 20 years to forward them to 
monikas@cvcha.org.uk 

JF asked if there had been any more news about the Astral Centre. RM commented that 
the Academy are positive in keeping it open. No further news known 

JM asked if the Academy will be refurbished or rebuilt.  This is not known at present, and 
JM suggested writing to’ Jack Dromey, House of Commons, London’  to request a rebuild, 
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 as it has been known the results suffer by an average of 10% when schools are being 
refurbished.  

8. Future of 2005  :  20 year Celebration Events  

8.1 WS reported she has joined a steering group, where quite a few are involved and they 
will be holding a Launch Day on 20th September.  This will be called ‘Castle Vale Day’ and 
will feature an open top bus, and other activities including an evening event.  She 
suggested volunteers could run a 2005 stall, perhaps using the word ‘Inspire’ to 
encourage people to get involved. Volunteers needed. Carla is willing to arrange this if 
people volunteer. It was suggested that this event could be held once a year, and called 
‘Castle Vale Day’.  

 

9. Report from Groups  

9.1 Cadbury Drive  

 MW stated they are looking for knitters or those who can crochet. Their next meeting will 
be on 25th July. 

 

9.2 Ancestry Group  

 PR stated they are looking for new members to join this group.  

9.3 Silver Toppers  

 The next meeting will be the AGM on 25th July at the Residents Club  

   

 Date of Next Meeting :   September 3rd  (This will be a scrutiny of NPB papers 
meeting) 

 

   

 

 


